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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: MEETING OF ICAO SPECIAL LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE 

REF: STATE 046198 

1 . ECON COUNSELOR AND EMBOFF DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO CHICAGO CONVENTION WITH B. S. GIDWANI, INDIAN DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION. GIDWANI HAS REPRESENTED INDIA AT 
ICAO LEGAL MEETINGS FOR SOME TIME AND WILL BE INDIAN DELEGATE 
TO SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING. 

2. GIDWANI'S REACTION TO PROPOSED AMENDMENT WAS GENERALLY 
FAVORABLE. INDEED HE IMPLIED THAT IT WOULD HAVE HIS SUPPORT 
FOLLOWING CERTAIN "CLARIFICATIONS" WHICH HE WOULD SEEK AT 
MEETING. FOR EXAMPLE, WITH REGARD TO PHRASE "SOLELY RESPONSIBLE" 
IN LAST SENTENCE, GIDWANI NOTED THAT THIRD COUNTRY IN WHICH 
AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT MIGHT OCCUR WOULD NOT NECESSARILY BE AWARE 
OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN STATE OF REGISTRATION AND STATE OF 
LESSEE. THUS COUNTRY OF ACCIDENT WOULD NOT KNOW WHICH 
GOVERNMENT HAD LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE CONVENTION. HE 
ALSO WONDERED WHETHER SERIES OF PARTICULAR AGREEMENTS ENTERED 
INTO BY CONTRACTING STATES MIGHT NOT PROVE IN SOME WAYS TO BE 
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MUTUALLY INCOMPATIBLE. 

3. GIDWANI DID NOT ASK FOR RESPONSE TO THESE QUESTIONS BUT 
INTENDED THEM AS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE KINDS OF POINTS HE WOULD 
SEEK TO DISCUSS IN MOVING AHEAD WITH PURPOSE BEHIND THE 
AMENDMENT. 
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